
Since no two dyslexic learn-
ers present with the same
learning profile, tutors must

be open to continuously learning
additional techniques and strate-
gies. At Odyssey, learning is for
tutors and teachers as well as stu-
dents.
Throughout the year,

Odyssey’s tutors participate in
professional development train-
ing to enhance their abilities and
skills in meeting each student’s
individual needs. Tutors and
teachers periodically participate
in off-campus conferences and
learning opportunities. In addi-
tion, their training includes
weekly sessions at the School to

keep them current in their knowledge of research-based methodologies.
Coordinated by tutoring department co-chairs Terri Smith and Cristina Watson, these informa-

tion and training sessions offer a time to share results of recent research, to learn about new infor-
mation regarding various programs and teaching techniques, and to discuss tutoring strategies.
Tutors also receive ongoing mentoring and support from Odyssey’s team of seven speech and

language pathologists (SLPs). In addition to providing targeted pull-out tutoring sessions when
necessary, the SLPs collaborate with tutors to address specific tutoring levels, maximizing the
impact of the SLPs’expertise.
Speech and Language Pathologist Kathleen Winkler brings a wealth of experience and perspec-

tive to campus when she works with tutors one day a week, often teaching to demonstrate a partic-
ular activity, technique or method.
The School also brings in guest speakers such as Kimberley Carraway, a nationally-recognized

learning specialist who focuses on applying the latest brain research to teaching strategies. Another
resource person is Bonnie Singer, Odyssey’s consultant for the EmPOWER™ writing program. 
Professional development is an essential component of Odyssey’s success. Experience shows that

continued exploration of new ideas and new strategies benefits every child in the School.  

Odyssey’s Tutors: Learning New Ways of Learning
Professional Development program for tutors assures
 implementation of best practices 

A recent learning session for tutors included Cristina Watson’s demonstration of the
hands-on materials used for Talkies®.
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